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SUBJECT: MARCH ARABIC LEAGUE MEETING: BAHRAIN HAS PROPOSED 
CHANGE OP VENUE 

1 . 1 ASKED POREIGN MINISTER FEB 28 IP HE FELT SCHEDULED 
MARCH 27 MEETING OF ARAB LEAGUE POREIGN MINISTERS WOULD 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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TAKE PLACE. HE REPLYED THAT IT PROBABLY WOULD NOT, AT 
LEAST NOT AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL, BUT THAT IT SHOULD. 

2. POREIGN MINISTER SAID THAT HE HAS PROPOSED TO SAUDIS 
THAT SAG ISSUE INVITATION TO HOLD MARCH 27 MEETING IN 
RIYADH. PROPOSAL MADE TO SAUDI MPA UNDERSECRETARY AL- 
PHUNAYAN DURING HIS PEB 17 VISIT TO BAHRAIN; NO ANSWER 
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RECEIVED TO DATE. EONMIN SAID HE EELT IT VERY IMPORTANT 
IN THESE DIFEICULT TIMES THAT REGULARLY SCHEDULED ARAB 
LEAGUE MEETINGS TAKE PLACE. WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THAT SOME 
ARAB MEETINGS HAVE BEEN DISRUPTED BY SPLIT OVER SADAT'S 
INITIATIVE, EONMIN SAID OAPEC MEETING HERE IN DECEMBER, 

EINANCE MINISTERS MEETING IN TUNIS TEN DAYS AGO, AND OTHER 
MEETINGS HAVE GONE WELL. HE SAID HE HOPED THERE WOULD BE 
A EOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING IN MARCH BUT THAT HE DOUBTED 
THERE WOULD BE UNLESS SAUDIS ACCEPTED HIS PROPOSAL AND USE 
THEIR INFLUENCE TO HAVE BOTH SYRIA AND EGYPT ATTEND. 

CLUVERIUS 
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